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Fourteen hundred years ago, during the second half of
the seventh century, the ancient Takimichi mountain
trail, running along the Minoh River, was visited by
the legendary holy man, En no Gyoja, noted for his
practice of mountain asceticism, and by the Tojin
people or Chinese Tang.

Since ancient times, Benzaiten, Goddess of Water, and
her incarnation as the White Dragon, have been
enshrined in the Minoh Great Waterfall.

In the fall of 2023, when the forest is bathed in
autumn's shades of scarlet and gold, leading
contemporary artists from all over the Kansai area
will come together and again, applying their creative
practice along the Takimichi trail to cerebrate and call
forth the Dragon God with one, unified spiritual voice.
We can only imagine the great number of diverse
people who, since ancient times have traveled this
sacred mountain road, following the Takimichi to the
Great Waterfall, reviving an air of mystical beauty
from past to present.

The Great Waterfall is a guide post and gateway into
the world of Pure Light and Spirit.
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About Minoh no Mori Artwalk

Minoh is well known for the autumn leaves and the
waterfall since long ago: it is the most popular tourist spot
in the Hokusetsu region, where two million people visit
throughout the year. The Takimichi, the venue of this art
event, has a long, 1350 year history. It is said that Enno
Gyoja (a mountain priest) practiced asceticism at the
waterfall in 658. Since then the Takimichi (a path to the
waterfall) has not been a virgin forest. Its nature has been
altered by human activities. That means that it is a
nature loaded with cultural and historical meaning. It is
very significant to install contemporary art work along the
Takimichi, where a rich relationship between man and
nature has developed, in both point of view, art, and
sightseeing.

For this event, contemporary artists who are at the
cutting edge, mainly in the Kansai area, are invited. Site-
specific artwork is installed at facilities and stores along
or neighboring the Takimichi, leading to the Otaki, or
waterfall, from the Minoh station on the Hankyu railroad.
Performance will be featured.

Site-specific art refers to an artwork that is created taking
the location, the environment, the facilities, the culture,
the history and the people's lives in this community into
account. Communicating with locals to know their lives is
intended for art tourists and other visitors to understand
what contemporary art is and to appreciate it to
rediscover Minoh's nature, history and culture with a new
perspective provided by the works of art.

This year's story of Minoh, once again, is about to unfold
among the people on the stage of the Takimichi.

Toru Nakatani, Minoh no Mori Artwalk General Producer
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