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Minoh is well known for the autumn leaves and the waterfall
since long ago: it is the most popular tourist spot in the
Hokusetsu region, where two million people visit throughout the
year. The Takimichi, the venue of this art event, has a long, 1350
year history. It is said that Enno Gyoujya (@ mountain priest)
practiced asceticism at the waterfall in 658. Since then the
Takimichi (a path to the waterfall) has not been a virgin forest. Its
nature has been altered by human activities. That means that it
is a nature loaded with cultural and historical meaning. It is very
significant to install contemporary art work along the Takimichi,
where a rich relationship between man and nature has
developed, in both point of view, art, and sightseeing.

For this event, contemporary artists who are at the cutting edge,
mainly in the Kansai area, are invited. Site-specific artwork is
installed at stores and facilities along or neighboring the
Takimichi, leading to the Otaki, or waterfall, from the Minoh
station on the Hankyu railroad. Performances in the square in
front of the Ryuanji-temple, waterfall and Kotonoya (former inn) ,
and workshops in the square in front of the Ryuanji-temple, will

be featured.

Site-specific art refers to an artwork that is created taking the
location, the environment, the facilities, the culture, the history
and the people's lives in this community into account. "/'

Communicating with locals to know their lives is intended for art KD
tourists and other visitors to understand what contemporary art | —7%79}’)? q ﬁ
is and to appreciate it to rediscover Minoh's nature, history and BREILA-5-HilLE

culture with a new perspective provided by the works of art. HA L BT

This year's story of Minoh, once again, is about to unfold among |.'

the people on the stage of the Takimichi.

Toru Nakatani
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Reflections of Ancient Minoh
-Rediscovery of the Beauty-
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